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West Wing Band Handbook
2023-2024

Directed by Mr. Brian Hix; brian.hix@dvusd.org; 623-376-5083
Website: https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/10053

Band Mission Statement:
The West Wing School Band Program strives to impact our peers and community through high
levels of music performance and academic achievement. It is our goal to share not only music,
but also the friendship and creativity that comes along with making music.

Band Class Goal:
All students will show mastery of instrumental technique to be applied through performance of
grade appropriate music at a high level of achievement. All students will show mastery of
rehearsal techniques.

Instrumental Ensembles
Middle School Band
This performing group focuses on reaching the Band I (7th Grade) and Band II (8th Grade) wind
instrument standards set by DVUSD, depending on the age of the performer. They perform in at
least 3 concerts per year, a Spring Festival, District Assessments, Assemblies, and select
students will perform at District Honor Band, All-State, and Solo & Ensemble.

Middle School Percussion Ensemble
This performing group also focuses on the Band I & Band II Instrumental standards, but
specifies in percussion-based techniques. THey perform in at least 3 concerts per year, possible
festivals such as Solo & Ensemble and members may have the opportunity to participate in
District Honor Band and Solo & Ensemble.

6th Grade Band
This performing group aims to achieve the Intermediate Band Standards set forth by DVUSD.
They perform in 2 concerts a year and may participate in a Spring Festival. Select students will
perform at District Honor Band, All-State and Solo & Ensemble.

5th Grade Band
This performing group aims to achieve the Beginning Band Standards set forth by DVUSD.
They perform in 2 concerts a year.
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Materials Needed
All Members

Pencil
1-inch 3-ring Binder

At least 15 Sheet Protectors
Tradition of Excellence Method Book (Book 1: 5th & 6th Grade; Book 2:

7th & 8th Grade)

Brass Woodwinds Percussion
● Instrument and

Mouthpiece
● Valve Oil or

Trombotine +
Spray Bottle

● Instrument Snake
+ Mouthpiece
Brush

● Instrument
● Vandoren Reeds

2.5 for 5th grade,
3/ 3.5 for 6th-8th
grade

● Mouthpiece Patch
● Cork Grease
● Silk Swab
● Mouthpiece Cap

● Vic Firth SD1
General Snare
Sticks

● Innovative
Percussion F10
Rubber Mallets

● Promark JH3
Timpani Mallets*

● Stick Bag
● Personal

Snare/Bell Kit

*7th and 8th Grade Only

BAND PARTICIPATION EXPECTATIONS
1. Students who are enrolled in band at the start of the school year will be expected to

commit to the entire school year. This ensures students develop a sense of membership
to the band and cooperation with their peers. There will be a period within the first two
weeks of school during which they can choose to have their schedule changed. This
proces
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2. Should students or parents communicate with the office about a schedule change, they
will be directed to the band instructor to discuss their
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Take note: THERE IS NOT A WAY TO SIMULATE GROUP PERFORMANCE OTHER THAN TO BE
IN THE GROUP PERFORMANCE.

It is not possible to “make up” missing a group performance. A student can show mastery of every other
part of the performance grade, however the performance cannot be redone. If a stud
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West Wing Band Handbook
Signature Sheet

**Please return completed form to class or virtually through Canvas (See
instructions)

By signing below, you are acknowledging that you have received this information and
understand the policies present in band class at West Wing School. You understand the
importance of performances as they relate to your grade and you understand the expectations of
band class at West Wing School. Should any questions, concerns or issues arise you will first
communicate with Mr. Hix to try and find a solution.

Student Signature: ______________________________________________________________

Parent Signature: _______________________________________________________________

Date: ___________________________________

CONTACT INFORMATION (please write legibly)

Parent/Guardian Phone Number: ___________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian E-mail: _________________________________________________________


