
Navigating 
Early Childhood 
Special 
Education 
Services 

A Family 

Guide 

Free Appropriate Public Education 
(FAPE) 

A child with a diagnosed disability has the 
right to a free appropriate public educa-

tion. 
 

Procedural Safeguards 
Local school districts must create and 
maintain safeguards with respect to FAPE. 
Procedura

provided to parents: 
 1 time every year 
 Upon initial referral or parent  
                  request for evaluation 
 Upon request by parent 
 Upon initial filing of a complaint by 

parent 
 

Your child cannot be denied special 
education services because: 

 

 Their behavior is problematic;  

 They are not potty trained; or  

 There is a waiting list   

Help for Early Learning Professionals (HELP)                 

 Manual, p. 161 

www.azed.gov/early-childhood/

files/2013/02/help-2013-final.pdf 

Arizona Department of   

Education, Early Childhood         
http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood 

602-364-1530 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Arizona Early Intervention Program 
(AzEIP)  
Arizona Early Intervention is a state-wide           
system of supports and services for children birth 
to 3 with developmental delays or disabilities and 
their families.  

https://des.az.gov/services/disabilities/early-
intervention/information-families-about-azeip 
 

Phone: 602-532-9960 
 

Raising Special Kids (RSK)  
Raising Special Kids is a non-profit organization of 
families helping families of children with  disabili-
ties and special health needs in Arizona. 
www.raisingspecialkids.org 

Toll free: 800-237-3007 
 

Exceptional Family Member  

Program (EFMP) 
The Exceptional Family Member Program (EFMP) 
is designed to assist active duty service members 
with a dependent who has special medical or edu-
cational needs. Service members can find more 
information at their installation family support 
center or Military One Source.  

http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood/files/2013/02/help-2013-final.pdf
http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood/files/2013/02/help-2013-final.pdf
http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood
https://des.az.gov/services/disabilities/early-intervention/information-families-about-azeip
https://des.az.gov/services/disabilities/early-intervention/information-families-about-azeip
http://www.raisingspecialkids.org/start-here/for-parents-families/
http://www.militaryonesource.mil/special-needs
http://www.azdisabilitylaw.org
http://www.azdhs.gov/licensing/childcare-facilities


Least Restrictive 
Environment (LRE) 

“To the maximum extent appropriate, children with 

http://idea.ed.gov/explore/view/p/,root,regs,300,B,300.114,.html

