
Visit Attendance Works at www.attendanceworks.org  for free downloadable resources and tools!

DID YOU KNOW?
• Starting in preschool and kindergarten, too many absences can cause children to fall behind in school.

• Missing 10%, or about 2 days each month over the course of a school year, can make it harder to learn to read.

• Students can still fall behind if they miss just �� or �� days every few weeks.

• Being late to school may lead to poor attendance.

•  Absences and tardiness can affect the whole classroom if the teacher has to slow down learning to help
children catch up.

Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school—and themselves. Start building this 
habit in preschool so they learn right away that �H�P�J�O�H���U�P���T�D�I�P�P�M on time, every day is important. �&�W�F�O�U�V�B�M�M�Z��
�H�P�P�E���B�U�U�F�O�E�B�O�D�F���X�J�M�M���C�F���B���T�L�J�M�M���U�I�B�U���X�J�M�M���I�F�M�Q���U�I�F�N���T�V�D�D�F�F�E���J�O���I�J�H�I���T�D�I�P�P�M���B�O�E���D�P�M�M�F�H�F��

Help Your Child Succeed in School:
Build the Habit of Good Attendance Early

WHAT YOU CAN DO
When Do Absences 
Become a Problem?

CHRONIC ABSENCE 
18 or more days

WARNING SIGNS 
10 to 17 days

SATISFACTORY 
9 or fewer absences

Note: �These numbers assume 
a 180-day school year.
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• Set a regular bedtime and morning routine.

•  Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before.

• �,�F�F�

• �*�G���Z�P�V�S���D�I�J�M�E���T�F�F�N�T���B�O�Y�J�P�V�T���B�C�P�V�U���H�P�J�O�H���U�P���T�D�I�P�P�M�
���U�B�M�L���U�P���U�F�B�D�I�F�S�T�

�T�D�I�P�P�M���D�P�V�O�T�F�M�P�S�T���B�O�E���P�U�I�F�S���Q�B�S�F�O�U�T���G�P�S���B�E�W�J�D�F���P�O���I�P�X���U�P���N�B�L�F
�Z�P�V�S���D�I�J�M�E���G�F�F�M���D�P�N�G�P�S�U�B�C�M�F���B�O�E���F�Y�D�J�U�F�E���B�C�P�V�U���M�F�B�S�O�J�O�H��

• �*�G���Z�P�V���B�S�F���D�P�O�D�F�S�O�F�E���U�I�B�U���Z�P�V�S���D�I�J�M�E���N�B�Z���I�B�W�F���$�P�W�J�E�������
���D�B�M�M���Z�P�V�S
�T�D�I�P�P�M���G�P�S���B�E�W�J�D�F��

• �*�G���Z�P�V�S���D�I�J�M�E���N�V�T�U���T�U�B�Z���I�P�N�F���E�V�F���U�P���J�M�M�O�F�T�T���P�S���R�V�B�S�B�O�U�J�O�F�
���B�T�L���U�I�F
�U�F�B�D�I�F�S���G�P�S���S�F�T�P�V�S�D�F�T���B�O�E���J�E�F�B�T���U�P���D�P�O�U�J�O�V�F���M�F�B�S�O�J�O�H���B�U���I�P�N�F��
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