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       Children enrolled in a federally-funded Head Start 

Program, or a comparable State-funded pre-kindergarten 

program, are also categorically eligible for free meals.  

 

Children can also qualify for free or reduced price school 

meals based on household income and family size. 

Children from families with incomes at or below 130 

percent of the Federal poverty level are eligible for free 

meals. Those with incomes between 130 and 185 percent 

of the Federal poverty level are eligible for reduced price 

meals. Schools may not charge children more than 40 

cents for a reduced price lunch. To see the current Income 

Eligibility Guidelines, please visit: https://www.fns.usda.

gov/school-meals/income-eligibility-guidelines.
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